
The two complementary wing chairs in the living room were originally covered  
in peach-coloured fabric and came from the homeowner’s country house.  
TOP RIGHT: Brant, 3, and Adelyn, 4, feel right at home in their grandparents’ 
family room. BOTTOM RIGHT: Trim and wainscoting in the living and family 
rooms was oak when the homeowners moved in. To update the look, they 
painted this room Benjamin Moore Burlap, offsetting the fireplace with white. 
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COTTAGE LIVINGat home SSure, an escape on Lake Rosseau may 
sound idyllic. But the price tag, the upkeep and the bumper-to-
bumper drive every weekend can dampen the spirits of even the 
most enthusiastic cottager.So when this near-retirement couple 
moved to Carlisle three years ago, they decided to make their 
everyday home a weekend retreat for the entire family, rather 
than buy a hard-to-get-to cottage.

Their goal was to create a casual and comfortable escape, where 
sticky-fingered grandkids could rule the roost and no one would 
worry about messes or spills. They imagined an inviting home 
where the entire family – two married children with four grandkids 
between them – could drop in any time, linger over backyard 
barbecues, and even roast marshmallows over an evening bonfire. 

The 20-year-old, ranch-style Carlisle home they chose 
offered promise, set on a quiet cul-de-sac with a big backyard 
and plenty of room for kids to romp. 

Furnishing the space was the first major hurdle for the couple. Their oversized furniture was clearly 
not going to work in the new home’s smaller living spaces, and the traditional style didn’t fit the modern 
look they’d envisioned. “We hadn’t bought major pieces of furniture for probably 30 years,” says the 
homeowner. “It was overwhelming because we had to start from scratch.” An ad for Buy The Yard 
Interiors in Ancaster suggested a much needed solution. So they met with the shop’s owner and interior 
decorator Anne Smith, who became instrumental in guiding the homeowners through the transformation.

Anne says she had two main goals in decorating the home. “We wanted to make the house a little 
more contemporary, and we wanted to make it family friendly.” That meant finding stylish pieces and 
contemporary fabrics that could also be comfortable, serviceable and washable. 

In the family room, the Whittington Furniture sofa has clean lines and a high back for comfort, but it’s also 
made of easily cleaned, durable fabric and has a high-wear rating. The ottoman works triple time as a footrest, 
a coffee table and a games table, perfect for lengthy rounds of Go Fish and Jenga. Underfoot, a plush rug is cosy 
and offers softer landings for toddlers on the move. “It also hides crumbs!” says the homeowner with a laugh.

Her husband – who also happens to be a woodworker – had a hand in choosing the solid wood, 
Canadian-made end tables by Durham Furniture Inc. in both the living room and the family room. Because 
the couple appreciates pieces with some element of history and meaning (treasured family antiques 
are nestled in nooks throughout the house), furniture made locally and by hand was an obvious choice.  

The end tables, as well as the sofas and chairs, all bridge the gap between traditional and contemporary 
style. Anne says when she first started working with the homeowners they were drawn to traditional 
styles, despite wanting a contemporary feel in their home. “What we ended up doing for them was a 
transitional style,” she says. “It’s not too detailed, but it’s not overly modern, either.”  Continued on page 20
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Central to most of the family gatherings is the dining room, just 
off the home’s main entrance. It’s striking, with softly patterned 
wallpaper, dark chocolate drapes with contrasting trim and buttons 
with dark stained furniture by Canadel Furniture Inc. But it’s 
functional, too. The table seats 10 (quite often) and the vinyl fabric 
on the chairs means spills are never a worry. “Even though it’s an 
elegant room, I wanted to use it,” says the homeowner. “So the kids 
can hook their booster seats on the chairs and I can wipe chocolate 
icing off, too. It’s not just a pretty room,” she adds. “It works hard.” 

Just down the hall, the couple’s master retreat is home to the 
bedding that inspired the colour scheme for the entire makeover, 
in shades of sand and pale robin’s egg blue. “We wanted colours we 
could live with for a long time,” says the homeowner, “rather than 
something that would be out of style really soon.” The painting over 
the bed picks up the palette as does the window treatment and the 
cushions on the much used window seat. 

TOP LEFT: The biggest challenge, says Anne Smith (pictured) was 
designing for limited space, while providing seating for a fair number of 
people. TOP RIGHT: Glass pumpkins from Dolce Kimera in Dundas add 
a stylish seasonal touch. RIGHT: An entryway vignette introduces the 
dark wood of the dining set steps above. OPPOSITE: Swirl in the drapery 
fabric reflects the subtle swirl pattern on the wallpaper. The fall inspired 
centerpiece was provided by Fascination Flowers.

Continued on page 22
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Once the cottage-inspired interior was finished, the homeowners 
turned their attention to the outdoors. Here, Marc Schutten of Granite 
Park Inc. stepped in. 

The backyard, in particular, presented a challenge. “It needed 
a makeover,” says the homeowner. An oversized deck was falling 
apart and separated the living space from the rest of the yard. To 
make the most of the entire space, Marc suggested the homeowners 
create three distinct pods that still f lowed together in one cohesive 
plan. The result is a shady sitting area under a gazebo at one end of 
the yard, with cushy, conversational seating and a soothing water 
feature within earshot. 

In the centre area, closest to the sliding doors off the kitchen, natural 

grey stones define a roomy patio space featuring a large dining set for 
relaxed barbecues and easy backyard picnics. 

Next to the dining area and adding the ultimate cottage element is a 
cosy fire pit with ample seating, bordered by large rocks banked into the 
yard’s natural slope. “It’s my favourite feature in the backyard,” says the 
homeowner. “We sit out here a lot at night. With the sound of the water 
feature in the background, it’s just so peaceful and lovely.”

The fire pit is the final touch on the cottage transformation, making the 
family’s functional house a relaxing and inviting escape. “This house – all 
of it, both inside and out – is just a usable, wonderful house,” says Anne.  

We couldn’t be happier with how things have turned out,” says the 
homeowner. “This home works perfectly for our family.”  OH

BELOW: The fern green colour scheme of the guest bedroom stemmed 
from a cherished crocheted blanket, now accenting the Eastlake Style 
three-quarter bed. RIGHT: Accessories and a classic colour scheme imbue 
the master bedroom with a sense of tranquility. BOTTOM LEFT: Niah, Brant 
and Adelyn enjoy the outdoor entertainment spaces almost as much as 
their grandparents do. No fire required! BOTTOM RIGHT: A pretty guest 
room on the lower level is ideal for the oldest grandkids’ overnight stays. 
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